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Sun Tzu Art of War (Sun Zi Art of War)










Sun Tzu Art of War started 2,500 years ago in China. 

The Art of War is an ancient Chinese military treatise that is attributed to Sun Tzu (also referred to as "Sunzi" and "Sun Wu"), a high ranking military general and strategist during the late Spring and Autumn period (some scholars believe that the Art of War was not completed until the subsequent Warring States period. Composed of 13 chapters, each of which is devoted to one aspect of warfare, it is said to be the definitive work on military strategies and tactics of its time, and is still read for its military insights.

The Art of War is one of the oldest and most successful books on military strategy in the world. It has been the most famous and influential of China's Seven Military Classics: "for the last two thousand years it remained the most important military treatise in Asia, where even the common people knew it by name." It has had an influence on Eastern military thinking, business tactics, and beyond.



Sun Tzu emphasized the importance of positioning in military strategy, and that the decision to position an army must be based on both objective conditions in the physical environment and the subjective beliefs of other, competitive actors in that environment. He thought that strategy was not planning in the sense of working through an established list, but rather that it requires quick and appropriate responses to changing conditions. Planning works in a controlled environment, but in a changing environment, competing plans collide, creating unexpected situations.

The book was first translated into the French language in 1772 by French Jesuit Jean Joseph Marie Amiot, and into English by British officer Everard Ferguson Calthrop in 1905. Leaders as diverse as Mao Zedong, General Vo Nguyen Giap, Baron Antoine-Henri Jomini, General Douglas MacArthur, Napoleon, and leaders of Imperial Japan have drawn inspiration from the work. The Art of War has also been applied to business and managerial strategies.
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 《孙子兵法》是中国古典军事文化遗产中的璀璨瑰宝，是中国优秀文化传统的重要组成部分。其内容博大精深，思想精邃富赡，逻辑缜密严谨。作者为春秋时期伟大军事家孙武，大约成书于春秋末年。该书自问世以来，对中国古代军事学术的发展产生了巨大而深远的影响，被人们尊奉为“兵经”、“百世谈兵之祖”。历代兵学家、军事家无不从中汲取养料，用于指导战争实践和发展军事理论。三国时著名的政治家、军事家曹操第一个为《孙子兵法》作了系统的注解，为后人研究运用《孙子兵法》打开了方便之门。《孙子兵法》不仅是中国的谋略保库，在世界上也久负盛名。8世纪传入日本，18世纪传入欧洲。现今已翻译成29种文字，在世界上广为流传。英国著名军事理论家利德尔.哈特向人透露：他的军事著作中所阐述的观点，其实在2500年前的《孙子兵法》中就可以找到。他也确实对孙武及其著作深感兴趣，不仅为《孙子兵法》英译本作序，还在自己的得意之作《战略论》前面大段引述孙武的格言。1991年的海湾战争中，美国海军陆战队军官都奉命携带一本《孙子兵法》，以便在战场上阅读。

    《孙子兵法》历代都有著录。1972年4月山东省临沂县银雀山汉墓出土的竹书《孙子兵法》为迄今最早的传世本，可惜为残简，不能窥其全貌。现存重要的版本为南宋宁宗时所刻《十一家注孙子》，宋刻与宋抄《武经七书》本，其中宋本《十一家注孙子》经清代孙星衍校定考辩后，成了近世流传最广，影响最大，最敷实用的读本。本电子版《孙子兵法》根据袁闾琨、张文才主编，辽宁人民出版社2000年1月出版的《中国兵书十大名典·孙子》扫校（辽版社《孙子》选用的是中华书局1961年出版的影印宋本《十一家注孙子》）。
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